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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION
AT RI CHMOND, NOVEMBER 26, 2002
APPLI CATI ON OF
ESSEX ACQUI SI TI ON CORPORATI ON CASE NO. PUC-2002- 00204

For certificates of public

conveni ence and necessity to
provi de | ocal exchange and

i nt erexchange tel ecomuni cations
services and for interimoperating
authority

ORDER FOR NOTI CE AND COMMENT AND
GRANTI NG | NTERI M OPERATI NG AUTHORI TY

On Novenber 19, 2002, Essex Acquisition Corporation
("Essex" or "Applicant")! conpleted an application with the State
Cor porati on Conm ssion ("Conm ssion") for certificates of public
conveni ence and necessity ("certificates") to provide |ocal
exchange and i nterexchange tel econmuni cati ons services
t hr oughout the Conmmonweal th of Virginia. The Applicant
requested authority to price its interexchange
t el econmuni cati ons services on a conpetitive basis pursuant to
8§ 56-481.1 of the Code of Virginia. Essex also requested
interimoperating authority to provide uninterrupted | oca

exchange tel ecormuni cations services to custoners of Essex

1 The application initially was filed in the name of Essex Acquisition Co.
The Applicant clarified in a letter filed with the State Corporation

Commi ssion that its nane, as evidenced in its Articles of Incorporation, is
Essex Acqui sition Corporation.


http://www.state.va.us/scc/contact.htm#General

Tel ecommuni cations of Virginia, Inc. d/b/a eLEC Conmunicati ons
("eLEC') pursuant to eLEC s |ocal exchange tel ecomrunications
services tariffs on file with the Comm ssion's D vision of
Conmuni cat i ons. 2

NOW UPON CONSI DERATI ON of the application, the Conm ssion
is of the opinion and finds that Essex's application should be
docket ed; that the Applicant should give notice to the public of
its application; that interested parties should have an
opportunity to comrent and request a hearing on Essex's
application; that the Conm ssion Staff should conduct an
investigation into the reasonabl eness of the application and
present its findings in a Staff Report; and that Essex shoul d be
granted interimoperating authority to provide | ocal exchange
t el ecommuni cati ons servi ces.

Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) This case is docketed and assigned Case No. PUC-2002-
00204.

(2) Essex is hereby granted interimoperating authority to
operate and provi de | ocal exchange tel ecomuni cations services

to existing eLEC custoners pursuant to eLEC s | ocal exchange

2 Essex states that, on Septenber 2, 2002, the Applicant entered into a
purchase agreement with eLEC under which eLEC will transfer its assets and
custoners to Essex. Approval of the transfer by the Comm ssion and final
closing is pending in Case No. PUC-2002-00206. eLEC holds Certificate No.
T-428 to provide |ocal exchange tel ecomunications services. Essex requests
interimoperating authority to ensure that there are no interruptions in
servi ce.



t el ecommuni cations services tariffs on file with the
Comm ssion's Division of Cormunications until such tine as the
Commi ssion renders a final order in this proceeding.

(3) On or before Decenber 23, 2002, the Applicant shal
conplete publication of the follow ng notice to be published on
one (1) occasion as classified advertising in newspapers havi ng
general circulation throughout the Applicant's proposed service
territory:

NOTI CE TO THE PUBLI C OF AN APPLI CATI ON BY
ESSEX ACQUI SI TI ON CORPORATI ON FOR
CERTI FI CATES OF PUBLI C CONVENI ENCE AND
NECESSI TY TO PROVI DE LOCAL EXCHANGE AND
| NTEREXCHANGE TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS SERVI CES

THROUGHOUT THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRG NI A
CASE NO. PUC-2002- 00204

On Novenber 19, 2002, Essex Acquisition
Corporation ("Essex" or "Applicant”) filed an
application with the State Corporation
Comm ssion ("Comm ssion") for certificates of
publ i ¢ conveni ence and necessity
("certificates") to provide |ocal exchange and
i nt erexchange tel ecomuni cati ons services
t hroughout the Commonweal th of Virginia. The
Applicant requested authority to price its
i nt erexchange tel ecommuni cations services on a
conpetitive basis pursuant to 8 56-481.1 of
the Code of Virginia. Essex also requested
interimoperating authority to provide
uni nterrupted | ocal exchange
t el econmuni cati ons services to custoners of
Essex Tel ecommuni cations of Virginia, Inc.

d/ b/ a eLEC Comruni cations ("eLEC') pursuant to
eLEC s existing tariffs.

Copi es of the application are avail able
for public inspection between the hours of
8:15 a.m and 5:00 p.m, Mnday through
Friday, in the Comm ssion's Docunent Contr ol



Center |located on the first floor of the
Tyl er Building, 1300 East Main Street,

Ri chnond, Virginia, or can be ordered from
Essex's counsel, Ronald W Del Sesto, Jr.,
Swidler Berlin Shereff Friednman, LLP, 3000 K
Street, NW Suite 300, Washi ngton, DC 20007-
5116.

Any person desiring to comment on
Essex's application for certificates to
provi de | ocal exchange and i nterexchange
t el ecomruni cati ons services may do so by
directing such comments in witing on or
before January 16, 2003, to the Cerk of the
Conmi ssion at the address set forth bel ow
and shall serve a copy of the sane on or
bef ore January 16, 2003, upon Essex's
counsel at the address set forth above.

Any person may request a hearing on
Essex's application by filing an original
and fifteen (15) copies of its request for
hearing on or before January 16, 2003, with
the Cerk of the Conm ssion at the address
set forth below. Requests for hearing nust
state with specificity why a hearing should
be conducted. Persons filing a request for
hearing shall serve a copy of their request
on or before January 16, 2003, upon Essex's
counsel at the address set forth above.

All witten communications to the
Conmi ssi on concerning Essex's application
shoul d be directed to Joel H Peck, Cerk of
the State Corporation Comr ssion, c/o
Docunent Control Center, P.O Box 2118
Ri chnond, Virginia 23218, and nust refer to
Case No. PUC-2002-00204.

ESSEX ACQUI SI TI ON CORPORATI ON
(4) On or before Decenber 23, 2002, Applicant shal
provide a copy of the notice contained in O dering Paragraph

Three (3) to each | ocal exchange tel ephone carrier certificated



in Virginia and each interexchange carrier certificated in
Virginia by personal delivery or first-class mail, postage
prepaid, to the customary place of business. Lists of al
current | ocal exchange and interexchange carriers in Virginia
are attached to this Order as Appendices A and B, respectively.
(5) Any person desiring to conment in witing on Essex's
application for a certificate to provide |ocal exchange and
i nt erexchange tel ecommuni cati ons services may do so by directing
such comments on or before January 16, 2003, to Joel H Peck
Clerk of the State Corporation Conm ssion, c/o Docunent Control
Center, P.O Box 2118, Richnond, Virginia 23218. On or before
January 16, 2003, a copy of such coments shall be served on
Essex's counsel, Ronald W Del Sesto, Jr., Swidler Berlin
Shereff Friedman, LLP, 3000 K Street, NW Suite 300, Wshi ngton,
DC 20007-5116. Comments nust refer to Case No. PUC-2002-00204.
(6) On or before January 16, 2003, any person wi shing to
request a hearing on Essex's application for certificates to
provi de | ocal exchange and interexchange tel econmunications
services shall file an original and fifteen (15) copies of its
request for hearing in witing with the Cerk of the Conm ssion
at the address set forth above. Witten requests for hearing
shall refer to Case No. PUC-2002-00204 and shall state the
following: (i) a precise statenment of the interest of the

filing party; (ii) a statenent of the specific action sought to



the extent then known; (iii) a statement of the l|egal basis for
such action; and (iv) a precise statenent why a hearing should
be conducted in the matter. Copies shall also be served on the
Applicant at the address set forth above.

(7) On or before January 21, 2003, the Applicant shal
file with the Comm ssion proof of notice and proof of service as
ordered herein.

(8) The Conmi ssion Staff shall analyze the reasonabl eness
of Essex's application and present its findings in a Staff
Report to be filed on or before January 28, 2003.

(9) On or before February 7, 2003, the Applicant shal
file with the Clerk of the Conmi ssion an original and fifteen
(15) copies of any responses to the Staff Report or parties'
obj ections and requests for hearing. A copy of the response
shall be delivered to Staff and the other parties by overnight
del i very.

(10) The Applicant shall respond to witten
interrogatories or data requests within seven (7) days after the
recei pt of the sanme. Parties shall provide to the Applicant,
ot her additional parties, and Staff any workpapers or docunents
used in preparation of their requests for hearing pronptly upon
request. Except as so nodified, discovery shall be in
accordance with Part |1V of the Conmm ssion's Rules of Practice

and Procedure.



(11) The Applicant shall respond pronptly to requests from
interested parties for copies of the Application and shall
provi de one copy of sanme free of charge to the requesting party.
(12) This matter is continued for further orders of the

Conm ssi on.



